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them with an alcohol lamp, no pain is felt by the patient. The anaes¬ 
thesia is therefore as marked as before the experiment was tried, and Du- 
chenne was wrong when he declared his patients cured. 

These experiments also indicate that, as M. Charcot believes, there are 
no anatomical lesions of the nerves in these liemi-anicsthesias, since they 
are still capable of transmitting the electric sensation to the nervous 
centres. Finally, they show fhat a nerve, under the influence of a func¬ 
tional perturbation, the nature of wlticit is still unknown, can yet remain 
sensible to the actipn of certain agents, such as electricity. 


Cerebral Localizations. —M. Charcot, in some remarks made at the 
session of the Soc. tie Biologie, July 15, (rep. in Oaz. des Hopitaux , No. 8i!) 
divided the cerebral localization of the lesions in disease into two classes, 
the deep and the superficial, or cortical. Of the first class he remarked, 
only one could be said to be absolutely determined, it is when the local¬ 
ity of the lesion is behind the internal capsule, and is revealed by a hemi- 
anaesthesia. This was the only localization, admitted by him in the 
deeper portions of the brain. 

Among the superficial or cortical localizations, he admitted only those 
in the system of the paracentral lobe; these were manifested by motor 
troubles. In the system of the paracentral lobe he included not only this 
lobe itself, but also the ascending frontal convolution, and the ascending 
parietal convolution of the internal surface, of which the paracentral lobe 
is only the expansion. 

The Influence of Cerebral Circulatory Arrest on the General 
Circulation. —At the session of the Soc. de Biologie, Aug. 5, (reported in 
(inz. den Hopitaux, No. 92) M. Gouty reported the results of his studies, 
in the laboratory of M. Vulpian, of the influence of cerebral anaemia on 
the cardio-vascular functions. 

Operating on curarized dogs; directly obliterating the cerebral arteries 
by the spores of lycopodium, instead oT tying the encephalic vessels; 
using self-registering apparatus to exhibit the condition of the circulation, 
he was able thus to obtain quite exact results. He was able, even, in some 
cases, by the use of the microscope, to observe the disorders due to circu¬ 
latory arrest of a limited portion of the brain. 

If the anaemia was general, both in the cerebrum and mesocephalon, 
there was observed: 1. A considerable increase of»the arterial tension, 
doubling, and, in some instances, tripling its initial rate; 2, a retardation 
of the pulse, which fell from between 180 and 140 to 30 or 40 per minute. 

After lasting some time, eight or ten minutes at least, these phenomena 
cease, and the tension may descend even below the normal. 

If the anaemia exists only in the anterior parts of the brain, the heart 
is slowed, but there is no notable or persistent variation of the arterial 
tension; the retardation of the cardiac pulse is itself less than is the case 
in general cerebral anaemia. 

Some of M. Couty’s results having been published in 1875, are there, 
fore anterior to those published by Sigmund Mayer in February, 1870; 
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moreover, it is claimed that Mayer’s experiments were performed by an 
imperfect and defective method. 

Chronic Lead Poisoning —Tlie following is the substance of remarks 
by M. Raymond, before the Soc. de Biologie, July 1, (report in Oaz det 
Hopitaux, No. 77.) 

M. Raymond, having paid special attention to a number of paralytics 
from lead poisoning, both during the last year in M. \ ulpian’s service, 
and in that of M. Gubler during the present year, believed that he was 
correct in saying that the rules laid down by M. Duchenne, (of Boulogne) 
in regard to saturnine paralysis, are not quite as absolute as supposed by 
him. 

Duchenne says that, as a rule, the paralysis affects, first, the extensor 
of the fingers, then the special extensor of the index, and that of the little 
finger. But M. Raymond, in two cases, has seen the paralysis begin in 
the little finger and extensor indicis Duchenne also claims that in sa¬ 
turnine paralysis the short extensor of the thumb is always paralyzed; 
but there are cases in which all the muscles except just that one are para¬ 
lyzed. According to Duchenne, both paralysis and atrophy are most 
marked on the right side; this he explains by the fact that it is the right 
hand that holds the brush, causing thus a greater local effect. M. Ray¬ 
mond has, in a certain number of cases, found the paralysis exactly the 
same on the two sides. According to him, and contrary to M. Duchenne, 
there is frequently a loss of electro-contractility before that of voluntary 
motion. 

M Raymond claims to have identified, in saturnine paralysis, analo 
gous symptoms to those observed following ordinary cerebral lesions, 
such as hemiplegia, simultaneous loss of sensibility and motility, etc. 
Nevertheless, in cases of saturnine hemiplegia, the paralysis of the ex¬ 
tensors is always more accented than that of the flexors. 

M. Briquet regards saturnine colic as a myosalgia. M.'Raymond, on 
the other hand, supporting himself on a certain number of observations, 
regards it as an enteralgia. 

* He has been able to observe in a lead paralytic, choreic movements, and 
cerebral symptoms, indicating that the cerebral surface was affected. But, 
he adds, that these phenomena, differing from those of ordinary cerebral 
lesions, disappear with the use of iodide of potash and sulphuric baths. 

He has also seen spinal phenomena, similar to those of locomotor 
ataxia, in saturnine poisoning. Fiually, lie thought he could conclude, 
also, from his observations, that lead acts on the central nervous system 
as well as on the peripheral nerves. 

M. Hallopeau, in the discussion following, stated, in support of this 
last opinion, that lie had found the lesions of myelitis in rabbits poisoned 
with lead. _ 

Hysterical Vaso-Motor Necroses.— Dr. Armaingaud, (of Bordeaux) 
presented to the Acad, de M^decine, Paris, June 20, a memoir, the follow¬ 
ing conclusions, of which we. extract from the report given in L'Union 
Medicate: • 



